
1) Rehearsal & Performance Assessments: 
Students will earn a series of performance grades based 
on their work during class, participation in class perfor-
mance, and demonstration of the knowledge/skills being 

learned. 
 

2) Homework & Home Performance:  
Students will learn how to use their laptops as a tool for 
rehearsing, recording, and uploading their singing.  We 
use Google Classroom as a platform for home-to-school 

learning 
 

3) Quizzes & Music Assessments:  
Written assessments are administered to get a feel for 

your child’s knowledge in music theory and music histo-
ry aligned to the Core Knowledge Sequence 

 
4) Late Work 

Obviously, we expect all homework to be turned in on 
time.  If you anticipate turning in an assignment late, 
PLEASE let me know so we can make arrangements 

 

Welcome to Kinard Core Knowledge Middle School.  My name is Scott Wheeler, the choir director & drama teacher 
at Kinard.  This handout/syllabus will help you understand what will be happening in the Intermediate music class at 
Kinard and should provide you with helpful information for the school year.   swheeler@psdschools.org    488-5488 

This year our class is significantly smaller 
than years past; just 14 - 19 kids.   

 
We will begin looking at vocal music in a different 
way.  Rather than singing as a choir all year, we’ll 
begin to look at more contemporary music (rock, 

pop, R&B, rap, hip hop, etc).  Students learn about 
poetics as lyrics, music composition, songwriting, 
digital recording, and music technology.  They’re 
still singing, but as soloists rather than choristers. 

 
We will be working on both composition/song 
writing as well as music technology.  There are 
some free music tools available for your school 
computer so kids can work on their projects as 

homework.  These are trusted sites and completely 
free (or for a small subscription) should you wish 

to download them on your home computer. 
 

Wanna still hear your kids sing?  I’m happy to 
send you recordings of their compositions and 

work throughout the year.  Of course, you’re al-
ways welcome in the classroom.  Come on by! 

 
We will still learn the entirety of the 7th grade 

Core Knowledge Sequence in Music. 

Most songwriters use a series of instruments to 
help them write and create their music.  To give 
kids access to those tools, we’ll be learning the 
basics of several instruments including guitar & 
ukulele, keyboards, and cajon (with a potential 
addition of trap set).  If time permits, we’ll also 

explore bass/electric bass. 
 

This will be no means be a complete experience.  
This will only be a ‘taste’ of the instruments, giv-
ing the songwriters some basic chords, patterns, 

and techniques to ‘whet the whistle’.   
 

If they find an interest or love of the instrument, 
we can recommend private lessons with qualified 

professionals who can help your child really 
learn and understand the instrument. 

www.kinardchoir.com 
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